
Promotion of environmentally sound management in the informal sector
The expert working group on environmentally sound management collected several case studies to provide practical examples of measures used to enhance environmentally sound management in the informal sector. 
The twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties agreed to include provision for the collection of initiatives to promote environmentally sound management in the informal sector in the work programme of the expert working group. Accordingly, the expert working group collected case studies describing parties’ experience with implementing environmentally sound management in the informal sector. Parties and others are invited to provide further information on such initiatives to serve as practical examples and reference to other Parties. The examples listed below do not intend to provide a definition of the informal sector.
	Title 
	Summary of initiative
	Document

	The informal economy in Argentina
	Over the past decade almost half of the informal waste collectors (cartoneros) in Argentina organized themselves in cooperatives. They thereby managed to obtain official recognition. Moreover, an agency specifically dedicated to these cooperatives was created within the government. This lead to a dramatic increase in their income.
	


	Social inclusion of waste pickers in the solid waste management program in the Municipality of Luiz Eduardo Magalhães, Brazil
	The municipality of Magalhães provided informal waste collectors with a proper waste-sorting center financed through fines for environmental crimes. The waste collectors are organized in an association and receive their salary through this association. When collecting wastes from door to door they distribute leaflets to raise awareness on waste recycling amongst households. 
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